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time of General Clavering and Colonel Monson, Mr.
Bristow was appointed to this Presidency, and that
appointment, being approved and confirmed by the
Court of Directors, became in effect their own. Mr.
Bristow appears to have shown himself a man of tal-
ents and activity. He had been principally concerned
in the negotiations by which the Company's interest
in the higher provinces had been established; and
those services were considered by the Presidency of
Calcutta as so meritorious, that they voted him ten
thousand pounds as a reward, with many expressions
of esteem and honor.

Mr. Bristow, however, was recalled by Mr. Hast-
ings and Mr. Barwell, who had then acquired the ma-
jority, without any complaint having been assigned
as the cause of his removal, and Mr. Middleton was
sent in his stead to reside at the capital of Oude.
The Court of Directors, as soon as they could be ap-
prised of this extraordinary step, in their letter of
the 4th of July, 1777, express their strongest disap-
probation of it: they order Mr. Middleton to be re-
called, and Mr. Bristow to be reinstated in his office.
In December, 1778, they repeat their order. Of these
repeated orders no notice was taken. Mr. Bristow,
fatigued with unsuccessful private applications, which
met with a constant refusal, did at length, on the 1st
of May, 1780, address a letter to the board, making
his claim of right, entitling himself to his offices [of-
fice ?] under the authority of the Court of Directors,
and complaining of the hardships which he suffered
by the delay in admitting him to the exercise of it.
This letter your Committee have inserted at large in
the Fifth Report, having found nothing whatsoever
exceptionable in it, although it seems to have excit-
ed the warmest resentment in Mr. Hastings.